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Abstract: In the Mawangdui silk version of Zhouyi, there is a paragraph in the Yao (Essentials) Chapter that discusses the Dao of de-
crease and increase, referring to it as the “gate of fortune and misfortune” and the “issue of statecraft.” Taking the philosophy of Yiji-
ing into consideration, we can offer a more incisive and comprehensive exegesis of the Dao of decrease and increase. That “decreasing
the lower to increase the upper” will lead to “decrease” and “decreasing the upper to increase the lower” will result in “increase” is
manifested as a fundamental idea in the Yijing. There is “increase” in “decrease”, and vice versa, which display the dialectical rela-
tionship between increase and decrease. Whether a person ought to be profited or restricted should be determined according to his/her
virtue. The Yijing philosophy could provide an ontological basis for the Dao of decrease and increase, aiming at both self—realization
and others’ realization. Nevertheless, the “rule by law” and “confining the exercise of power within an institutional cage” constitute a
premise for the actualization of the Dao of decrease and increase.
Key words: silk version of Zhowyi; chapter Yao; decrease and increase; from self—realization to others’ realization; es-

tablishing edification based on reverence to gods
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