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Confucius Her meneutic Approach to Zhouyi and the Change o

His Orientation by the Slk Manuscript o Yi Zhuan
LIN Zhong-jun

( Center for Zhouyi and Andent Chinese Philasophy , Shandong University , Jinan 250100, Crina)

Abstract : Through interpreting the silk manuscript of Yi Zhuen (Zommentaries on Zhouyi) |, this pgper elaborates
on orfucius’ hermeneutics based on Yi (the Book of Changej , holding that in his earlier years, Qorfucius
regarded Zhouyi as a book of divination , whereas in his later years when he was fond of Yi he found that Zhouyi
oonceives nmora thought and admitted that Zhouyi was nore a nora book than a book of divination. To change the
quality of the text of Zhouyi in order to meet his own interpretation , Gorfucius egablished a hermeneutic principle
that different persons hold different interpretations for the same text , and set forth a hermeneutic method on Yi that
"virtue is prior to divination” . Departing from thispoint , owing to the change of orientation on Yi from divination to
virtue, hefindly attained to an interpretative goa that nord conducts will degine to fortune and benevolence &
righteousness to augpiciousness. At lag , the author points out that Corfucius s interpretation on Zhouyi had had
Dme tage of Wegern hermeneutics except that Gorfucius did not abandon traditiona Chinese exegetica , image
numerical and hidorica gpproach yet as his philoophica hermeneutic approach. By and large, Gorfucius and his
followers hermeneutics is a cyclic hermeneutics.
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