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Reviewing and commenting on ZHANG Hui-yan’s Zhouyi YU shi Xiaoxi
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Abstract: Zhouyi Yi shi Xiaoxi (YU Fan’s Theory for the Waxing & Waning of Yin-yang in Zhouyi), au-
thored by ZHANG Hui-yan, is a representative achievement at that time, in which ZHANG elaborated the
theory of the profound purport of Yin-yang alternation in Zhouy:i derived from the lineage of Confucius
SHANG Qu MENG Xi YU Fan. The book mainly introduces the cycle of Yin-yang alternation, with Qian
yuan (originality of Qian symbolizing heaven) as the source and motive force. The course includes Qian yuan’
s lying hid, unfolding, and returning. As far as this paper’value is concerned, this paper points out that it lies
in its revelation of the two-layer structure in YU’s Yi-ology: interpreting the statements by images and ac-
counting the hexagrams’ transformation for the waxing & waning of Yin-yang. An obvious defect of this book
lies in that Zhang treats the latter as the core of YU’ Yi-ology so as to emphasize the transmission line from
Meng Xi to Yu Fan. As a matter of fact, YU Fan stresses the association of the statements with the images.,
whereas the Yin-yang waxing and waning theory is just a tool to account for his exegesis. The difference be-
tween them reflects the distinction between the Han Yi in the Qing scholar’s view and the Han Yi itself.
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