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The neo-Confucianists’ views on Y: iu the Northern Song Uyaasiy

LI Xiang-jun

{Schoni of Philosophy and Sociology, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: In the Northern Song Dynasty (690-1279), studies of the Yi exerted extensive influences in both the
society and academic circle, then interpreting and commenting the Y7 became an important approach to the de-
velopment of Confucianism. The neo-Confucianists engaged diverse studies on the Yi, which relate to various
layers including general comments, discrimination of the authors, balance between different schools, and state-
crafts by Yi. They raised some doubts about some views in the Han (206 BC-220AD) and Tang (618-907) Yi
studies and made some rectifications, and offered new interpretations by the trend of thought at that time as
well by which we could clearly see the internal evolution track of the Y7 studies in the Northern Song Dynasty.
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