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On the Formation, Origion and Characteristics
of Han Commentaries on Zhouyi

LIN Zhongjun
(Research Center of Zhouyi, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract : The causes of {ormation , schools of thought and the characteristics of the researches on
I-CHING in the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties are expounded in details in the essay. It is also
pointed out that it was the political needs, The rulers’ support and the pursue of material gain that
brought about Xiang Shu Yi Xue (literally, researches on I-CHING of the Symbol & number
school) , as its external cause,and the demand for development as its internal cause. As for its ori-
gin, The study of I-Ching in the Western and Fastern Han Dynasties came {rom Tianhe, who in-
herited I-CHING from Confucius,and then passed on to Shi, Meng, Liangqiu and Jing Fang as well
as Fei and Gao schools among the people, altogether six families. Being disciples of the Western
Han's scholars, the East Han scholars on I-CHING continued its study with Fei’s style as its repre-
sentative. There are four outstanding characteristics about the study of I-Ching in two Han Dynas-
ties. They are sticking to the original,, upholding Xiang Shu, absorbing scientific materials and mix-

ing with theology. These form the sharp contrast with other periods. And the advantages and
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disadvantages of systematic learning were also much obvious.
Key words: Han Dynasties; Xiang-shu; school Zhouyi
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