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On the special marks and the order of hexagrams in Zhouyi
copied on the bamboo slips of Chu

LI Shang-xin
(Center for Zhouyi & Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Through analyzing the distinctive red and black marks appeared in the ZAouyt copied on the bam-
boo slips of Chu, Mr. PU Mao-zuo raised that the order of the hexagrams in this copy differs from that in
current version and that copied on silk excavated. Though his analysis is not irrational and could be regar-
ded as a possible scheme of the order of the hexagrams on the bamboo slips, his analysis possesses a fatal
weak point, for it cannot reasonably explain why the red and black marks were of much obvious regulari-
ty, and even more symmetrical in the order in the current version than the order, established by him, on
the bamboo slips. Therefore, through analysis, this paper points out that, what the crder of the hexa-
grams used in the copy on the bamboo slips most probably was the order in current version, to reveal the
evolutional stages of the cosmos, the myriad things, and humankind. If this analysis is tenable, we could
further find an abundant, systematical, and particular theory of the stages for the development of things,
integrated with theories of “three stages”, “four stages”, and “seven stages”, under the vision of the Yin-
yang theory.
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