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Abstract: The image —related issue is a difficult point in Shang Binghe’s (1870-1950) scholarship on the Changes, which is centered
on his statement that “no word in the Forest of the Changes is not derived from image(s)”. In a literal way, it means the words and im-
ages should be a one—to—one correspondence, but in Shang’s works related to Changes, same words are not all expressed by identi-
cal images. Therefore, his statement is considered as too absolute. In fact, there is something unique in Shang’s understanding of the
relationship between the images and the words. First, he believed that the images and words are layered, which was rooted in his
views of yin and yang. Second, Shang’s understanding of words is highlighted by the expansion of the meaning of words, which is
mainly reflected in his method of taking image of fuxriang (same images in different hexagrams). Third, through observing images,
Shang found that the changes of images have different special significance in different hexagrams, which is shown as the same image
has different meanings in his methodology. Finally, the correlation between the words and the images shows the contraction of hexa-
gram images and the relative stability of the image referred to by words, i.e., image derivation. Based on the above points, Shang
solved the problem of fuci yiziang (same words with different images). Shang’s approach to the correspondences between images and
words is creative, but with a lack of logic rigor.

Key words: image of the Changes; same image with different meanings; correlating images to hexagrams; same words

with different images
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