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Abstract: The hexagram Jiaren [ == , Family, 37] in the Zhou Changes constructs a pathway of political order from “self-

cultivation” to “family regulation” to “state governance.” This model takes the ruler’s self-cultivation as its foundation, extending
through the proper ordering of the family to the governance of the state. It relies on the ruler’s virtue, which integrates both political
and ethical dimensions, to maintain stability, and is rooted in the Western Zhou (1046—771 BCE) social structure of a feudal,
kinship—based system characterized by the unity of family and state. During the Eastern Zhou (770—256 BCE) period, as the feudal
kinship system gradually disintegrated, this prototype of political order was deconstructed and reconstructed within the thought of vari-
ous schools, giving rise to three main paths. Confucianism, through “ethical reconstruction, ” universalized virtue and deepened the
mechanism of “treat others as you would like to be treated,” developing the extrapolation system “from cultivating the self to regulat-
ing the family, to governing the state, and to pacifying the world under heaven.” Daoism advocated a “return to nature, ” criticizing
ethical intervention and promoting the idea that all things should follow their inherent nature ; the Huang-I.ao Daoism further proposed
an institutionalized path in which “the Dao generates law.” The School of Legalism, by contrast, fundamentally subverted the basis of
governing through virtue, adopting an orientation toward “efficiency and survival,” and, based on the assumption that human nature
is profit-seeking, constructed a centralized order through the instruments of law, technique, and power. This evolution—f{rom the Ji-
aren hexagram of the Book of Changes to the differing political order pathways of Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism—profoundly
reflects the historical transformation of the Zhou society from a feudal, kinship—based system to a centralized monarchical state.
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