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[REHE:TE2EF]

The revitalization of "liangzhi'" in Wang Yangming's
learning of heart-and-mind:with the
"functions" and "characteristics' as the center

LI Chenggui
(Center for Zhouyi & Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: In Mencius's thought, the rich connotations of "liangzhi" (conscience) have not yet been elucidated
systematically and thoroughly. In Wang Yangming's learning of heart-and-mind, however, the functions and
characteristics of "liangzhi" are fully activated and disclosed, re-vitalizing "liangzhi" in Mencian thought. In
Wang's teaching, the revitalized "liangzhi" not only exercises such functions as governing the myriad things
and affairs, discerning right from wrong and good from evil, supervising the deceptive conduct, restraining
the selfish thoughts, dispelling darkness and melting ice, washing away filth and stain, and nourishing body
and mind, but also displays the characteristics of perfect self-sufficiency, unity and interconnectedness, omni-
presence, as well as closeness vs. distance and thickness vs. thinness. The multiple exhibitions of these func-
tions help people form a comprehensive and accurate understanding of the meaning of "liangzhi," while the
disclosure of its characteristics provides the correct orientation for putting "liangzhi" into practice. Thus,
Wang Yangming's revitalization not only releases the abundant capacities latent in Mencian "liangzhi," but al-
so opens a dawning path for the realization of its educative and transformative significance.

Key words: liangzhi; learning of heart-and-mind; function; characteristic; revitalization



