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Abstract: Zhang Yuchu, the Ming-dynasty (1368—1644) Celestial Master of the Zhengyi Daoist tradition, shows a very clear imprint
of Yi studies. Due to the deep influence of Y7 principles, his thought on mind and human nature is expressed within a distinct Y7 schol-
arship framework. Zhang highly esteemed the Y7 learning of Former Heaven. Taking this as his foundation, he interconnected the sub-
stance of the mind with the Yi Dao, thereby establishing a metaphysical basis for his theory of mind and nature. Zhang Yuchu’s ideas
on mind and nature are also closely tied to his theory of Taiji (the Great Ultimate). He not only asserted that “the mind is Taiji,” but
also proposed that “nature is Taiji,” using Taiji to unify the substance of mind and the substance of nature. He believed that only by
transforming one’ s physical endowment (temperament shaped by ¢i) can one return to the originally good human nature. From this,
he developed ideas of cultivating and regulating the mind based on the unity of Heaven and humanity, and on aligning the human with
Heaven through human moral cultivation. Although Zhang’ s philosophy of heart-mind and human nature is rooted in Yi scholarship
and unfolds within its framework, it ultimately serves Daoist religious belief. From the perspective of sectarian development, Zhang
Yuchu’s construction of a heart-nature philosophy grounded in Y7 scholarship and integrating Heaven and humanity represents an inno-
vative development in the theoretical system of the Zhengyi Daoist tradition.

Key words : Zhang Yuchu; Zhengyi Daoism; mind; nature; learning of Former Heaven; Taiji
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