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The thougnt oi“ three & five” and interchanging in the hexagrams
order described in The Orderly Sequence

L | Shang-xin
(Center for Zhouyi Ancient Chinese Philosophy , Shandong Universty , Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract : The current 64 hexagramsorder , i.e. the order described in The Orderly Sequence of
the Hexagrams, was regularly arranged acoording to certain image-number principles embodying
peopl€ s cosmic outlook at that time as wel as the principa irit of Yi. Thought of the Three
Powers (heaven, earth and human) , Five Bements and interchanging isone of the basc compo-
nentsof the ancient people’ s cosmic outlook , and one of the basc conponents of Yi learning.
Among the numerous image-number principles to establish the hexagram’ sorder in The Orderly
Sequence, there indude principlesof interlocking of“ three & five’and interchanging.
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