The Idea of tong in the Philosophy of Change and Zhuang zi and Its Contemporary Significance

WU Gen-you

(Center of Traditional Chinese Culture Studies, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Tong (lit. running through or penetrating) is not only one of the most important terms in traditional Chinese philosophy and culture but also one of the ideological and philosophical concepts and ideas. Both the idea of “impasse-change-running through-constancy” in the philosophy of the Zhouyi and the idea that “Dao (Way) runs through everything into one” in Zhuang zi’s philosophy have taken tong into philosophical consideration as wisdom. In respect to the academic history, Zhang Xuecheng’s (1738-1801) article “Shitong” (An Interpretation to Running through) had given a comparatively comprehensive explanation to the idea of tong and the dialectical relationship between tong and zhuan (lit., specialization). This paper, on the basis of traditional philosophy, takes philosophical account on the tongxing (lit., nature of running through) and attempts to bring tong as a kernel idea into contemporary Chinese philosophy and establish a system of tong. 

Key words: Zhouyi; Zhuang zi; impasse-change-running through-constancy; Dao running through everything into one; tong; nature of tong
Tracing back to the Applicable Principles for Criminal Penalty in Zhouyi zhengyi
MEI Qiang
(Center for Zhouyi & Ancient Chinese Philosophy, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: It is urgent now for us to make clear the rich thought of law conceived in the Zhouyi zhengyi （lit., Rectifications of the Meanings of Zhouyi）on the basis of rigorously differentiating Zhouyi, WANG Bi’s Zhouyi Zhu （lit., Annotations to Zhouyi）and (Kong Yingda’s) Zhouyi Zhengyi. As the representation system of law in Zhouyi Zhengyi, the applicable principles for criminal penalty include three respects: distinguishing intentionality from negligence, light punishment and heavy penalty. All the principles have their philosophical foundation.
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The Change, Lao zi, and the Analects of Confucius and the Yellow Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine Share the Same Origin
ZHAO Rong-bo
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Shandong University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Jinan 250355, China)
Abstract: Lao zi, the Analects of Confucius and the Yellow Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine show a common character in the style of expression—there seems without any logic between sections before and after and even no links between sentences and even words but they are an organic unity. This expression style was directly influenced by the style of permutation the hexagrams and lines in the Yijing. Pointing, presentation, and using palindrome to show meanings characterize these texts. The same style of expression in the Change, Lao zi, the Analects of Confucius and the Yellow Emperor’s Classic of Internal Medicine shows us another important reflection that they share the same origin.
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Textual Research on the Scholars of Hanshi School Who Also Learn the Change: On the Relation between Hanshi School and Yi-ology 
CHEN Jin-chun and WANG Cheng-lue

（Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: Most of the scholars of Hanshi (Han Ying’s Exegesis on the Classic of Poetry) School were engaged simultaneously in the studies of Poetry and Change, the way of which played an important role in perfecting the academic system of Hanshi and elevating its academic position. According to historical records, there are 26 scholars of Hanshi School who studied simultaneously the Poetry and Change, among whom there are three who studied the Yi of Han Ying’s tradition, two who studied Liang-qiu He’s tradition, seven who studied Meng Xi’s tradition, eight scholars who studied JING Fang’s tradition, one who simultaneously studied Meng Xi and Jiang Fang’s traditions and five who studied the Change without clear pedigree. 
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Review of Researches on the Qin Bamboo Slips Gui cang Excavated at Wangjiatai
ZHAO Zheng

(Department of History, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444, China)

Abstract: There are fragmentary slips concerning divination by the Change with hexagram and line symbols excavated at Wangjiatai, Jiangling County, Hubei Province, in 1993. Most of the names and statements of the hexagrams, which are preliminarily attributed to Gui cang, can be found in the received versions. Researchers have gained plenty of achievements when they sorted out the bamboo slips by focusing on the quality and time of the bamboo slips and some issues related to the history of the studies of Change.  
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On Wang Chuan-shan’s Guabian Theory
LU Peng-yi

(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871)
Abstract: This article analyzes WANG Chuan-shan’s (（1619-1692）idea on Guabian (lit., transformations between hexagrams and lines), which is mainly based upon the tenth section of Zhouyi neizhuan fali (lit., Prolegomena to an Esoteric Commentary on the Zhou Changes). Firstly, the paper talks about the three formulae in his Guabian to demonstrate that he did elaborate Guabian theory rather than discussed it generally by meanings and patterns. Secondly, this paper discusses WANG’s idea on transformations and the reason why he argues against ZHU Xi’s diagram for hexagrams’ transformations. Thirdly, the paper makes a comparative study between WANG’s YU Fan’s and ZHU Xi’s Guabian theory to explore the ideological background of their theories and define the theoretic basis of WANG’s Guabian theory and its defects. 
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On GAN Bao’s Mutual Verification between Yi-ology and Historiography
SHI Jing

(Department of Literature and Journalism, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract：Attesting to the Changes by historical events and interpreting historical events by the Changes characterize GAN Bao’s scholarship of Change and his historiography. We can perceive his historical views through his commentaries on the Changes and find the influence of his views on the Changes on historiography in his historical writings. This research method, with the mutual verification between scholarship of Change and historiography as the premise, was rooted in the academic atmosphere in the Wei and Jin dynasties and created by GAN Bao who was a master of both Confucian Classics and Chinese history.
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On Xun Zi’s Moral Thought of Rectification of Name by Meta-linguistics
WANG Kun

(Advanced Institute for Confucian Studies, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)
Abstract: Xun Zi’s theory of rectification of names conceives profound linguistic and ethical implications, both of them being inseparable. Analyzing from meta-linguistics, we can see Xun Zi built his object domain on the metaphysical basis of epistemology and theory of human nature, however his meta-linguistics and objective language are based on the principle of physical methodology. Nonetheless, it is the metaphysical basis that influenced the physical basis. Different from Western analytical ethicist, Xun Zi kept the metaphysical basis, but did not discuss it nor to interpret the metaphysical issues by linguistic theories. According to the metaphysical basis and principle of methodology, Xun Zi built his ethic value system by the meta-linguistic analysis.
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On the Ontological Significance of Wang Fuzhi’s Theory of the Facing & Backing of Yin and Yang
ZHANG Xue-zhi

(Department of Philosophy, Beijing University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The theory of the facing & backing between the 12 yin and yang positions asserted by Wang Fuzhi (1619-1692) is based upon his dual emphasis on both Qian (symbolizing Heaven) and Kun (symbolizing Earth) and deduced from the idea that substance and function share the same origin. He draws on this idea to criticize the mechanical permutation and fixation of the image-numerology and takes use of thing’s self-sufficiency, self-independence and self-all-inclusiveness to testify the untenablity of the three orders of the hexagrams manifested in the Orderly Sequence of the Hexagrams and underline his own unique system of the hexagrams’ order. The philosophical principle he would like to demonstrate is that the manifest possesses facing and backing, yin and yang are indispensible, the quality and function of the substance simultaneously dwell in the individual and at the same time the individual gains its subjectivity, activity and independency. 
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On the Punctuation Errors in the Zhonghua shuju Edition of Zhouyi chengshi zhuan in Ercheng ji

TANG Ji-yu

(Department of Public Administration, University of International Relations, Beijing 100091, China)

Abstract: Zhouyi chengshi zhuan (Cheng’s Commentary on the Zhou Changes, a.k.a. Cheng’s Commentary on the Changes) in Ercheng ji (Collected Works of the Cheng’s Brothers) published by Zhonghua shuju in 1981 was punctuated by Mr. Wang Xiaoyu. This version is subtle and meticulous in both the selection of text and punctuation of sentences and had always been the most import reference for the studies of Cheng Yi’s (1033-1107) scholarship of Change in mainland China. This book was reprinted in 2004. Regretfully, there isn’t any redaction in the new edition at all. As a matter of fact, in his Chengshi yizhuan daodu (A Guidebook to Cheng’s Commentary on the Changes) published by Qilu shushe in 2003, Mr. Liang Weixian had pointed out some omissions in the Zhonghua shuju version. But the reprinted edition Er cheng ji did not adopt these new achievements. This paper aims to add the losses and omissions in Cheng shi yizhuan of the Zhonghua shuju version and offer a more accurate edition for scholars in the future.
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On the Transmission of Li Dingzuo’s Zhouyi jijie
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Abstract: Li Dingzuo’s Zhouyi ji jie (Collected Explanations of the Zhou Changes) experienced a period of time from its taking shape to prevalence. The transformation of its versions just reflects this process. Present discussions on the transmission of its versions either incline to its earlier period or merely borrow some related records from the bibliographical works from the Qing dynasty (1616-1911) on. But many public and private bibliographical records are problematic and it is over simple to demonstrate its versions in periods only by the cover inscriptions. More importantly, we should differentiate the versions by viewing and collating to expose the status quo and transmissions between different versions to provide a solid foundation for further studies of its content and thought.
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